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SUPPORT FOR THE AMENDMENTS 

The amendments to the claims are supported by the specification at page 3, lines 25- 

27. Accordingly, no new matter is believed to have been added to the present application by 

the amendments submitted above. 
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REMARKS 

Claims 10-24, 24-27 and 31-41 are pending. Favorable reconsideration is respectfully 
requested. 

The present invention relates to a laser-welded composite part in which a plastic pipe 
is connected to another plastic part, where the other plastic part has at least one nipple which 
is provided for the connection to the pipe. An important feature of the invention is that the 
nipple is provided on the outside with a profile. See the last line of Claims 10, 17, 24 and 31. 
Such a profile leads to a widening of the pipe when inserting the nipple into the pipe 

The rejection of the claims under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over Savitski et al. in view of 
Fischerkeller et al. is respectfully traversed. 

Savitski et al. disclose the simultaneous production of lap and butt joints in order to 
join plastic materials. See the Abstract and column 1, lines 14-20. The components are fused 
together to simultaneously form the lap and butt joints by the heat produced by applying 
radiation to the components. See column 1, lines 18-20. As the Office recognizes, Savitski 
et al. fail to disclose a nipple which is provided on the other plastic pipe for the connection to 
the pipe. 

Fischerkeller et al. disclose a fastening device for attaching a fuel line to a connecting 
piece. See the Abstract. The fastening device contains a connector (10) that is alleged by the 
Office to correspond to the nipple recited in the claims. 

One would not look to Fischerkeller et al. to modify Savitski et al. to incorporate a 
nipple provided on the outside with a profile as claimed. Savitski et al. explicitly disclose a 
way to connect the component parts, so there is no need for a nipple as claimed. The 
reference discloses that radiating the components generates heat which fuses the components 
with the simultaneous production of the butt and lap joints. Therefore, a nipple is not 
required. For that reason, one would not be motivated to modify the device described by 
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Savitski et al. to include a nipple. Accordingly, the claimed composite part is not obvious 
over the combination of Savitski et al. and Fischerkeller et al. Withdrawal of this ground of 
rejection is respectfully requested. 

Applicants submit that the present application is in condition for allowance. Early 
notice to this effect is earnestly solicited. 
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